
THE HOUSE THAT GOD BUILDS 
 
Turn to Eph. 2 
 

I grew up in a trailer park in Beaufort, South Carolina.  That makes 
me certified Southern White Trailer Trash.  I remember one year – we 
were hit by a hurricane.  The entire trailer was shaking, the rain 
beating down on the roof, the wind blowing so hard it sounded like an 
explosion was going off.  It was terrifying.  We thought the hurricane 

was going to carry us away. 

 
And I can look at churches in this area that have gone through and 
are going through difficult times – and it’s easy to listen to all the 
gossip and the news and think in our hearts that God’s House is no 
more solid than that flimsy old trailer in South Carolina. 
 
And if my faith was built one what I see and hear then it could even 
leave you discouraged to the point of giving up.  I’m never going to 
get involved in another church again – it’s just too painful. 
 
But I’m here to tell you this morning – that God is still building His 
house.  His house isn’t some flimsy old trailer in South Carolina.  His 
house isn’t made with human hands or built with materials that you 
can buy at Home Depot or Denault’s up the street.  But God Himself 
is building His house.  And He is building it to withstand for all eternity 
because His house is… 
 
1. Founded on God’s Word 
2. Fitted in Jesus Christ 
3. Filled with God’s Glory 
 

Eph. 2:19-22 
19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but 
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 
20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone, 21 in whom the 
whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling 
place of God in the Spirit. 



 
Paul in writing to the Ephesians, unfolds for us the great mystery of 
the Church – the House of God.  It’s revolutionary in that the standard 
is no longer whether or not you were born as one of God’s chosen 
people – but the standard is whether or not you’ve been born again 
by the Spirit of God.  So now Jews and Gentiles – who were kept 
separate were now united as fellow citizens and members of God’s 
House.   
 
The closest thing we have in our history to compare the impact that 
Paul’s writings had on culture would be the racial de-segregation of 
the South during the turbulent 60’s.  When Blacks were given the 
same public rights as everyone else and were no longer viewed as 
slaves or property but as fellow citizens of the United States. 
 
Paul was saying that God’s House would have no dividing lines - no 
longer strangers and foreigners – but brothers and sisters in God’s 
House.  So it’s from this back drop that Paul lays out how God is 
building His House. 
 
1.  God’s House Is Founded on God’s Word 
 

Eph 2:19  
Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having 
been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the chief corner stone, 

 
Now at first glance – this can appear to be confusing because you’re 
thinking – you said that God’s House is Founded on God’s Word and 
here it says that it’s founded on the apostles and prophets. 
 

KEY PRINCIPLE:  LET THE BIBLE INTERPRET ITSELF 

 
So… you Bible students would want to get out a concordance and 
look up Apostles and this is what you would find…. 
 

Acts 2:42  
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 



 
What is the apostle’s doctrine?  They were teaching the Word of 
God 
 

Matt. 28:19-20  
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all things that I have commanded you 

 
What did Jesus command them to teach?  The Word of God – all 
the things He commanded them to do 
 
Now if this isn’t enough to help you understand what Paul is saying – 
let’s look at the Greek definition for the word Foundation…. 
 
It literally means – the foundation of a building 
But it also can be translated – the first principles of truth – what 
were the first principles of truth that Paul was teaching? The 
Word of God 
 
Now Paul isn’t saying that the Foundation of God’s House is Good 
Bible Study.  That’s not what Paul means when He says it’s founded 
on the Word of God.  In our culture we think that good expositional 
teaching means that we are now a community that’s founded on the 
Word of God. 
 
It that’s true then the Pharisees would have been okay – they knew 
the scriptures backwards and forwards.  They were even fanatical 
about practicing the scriptures.  
 
Here’s where the difference is….  
 

Vs. 20 - having been built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone, 

 
Now what does that mean by Chief Cornerstone? 
 



The chief cornerstone was a large stone that was laid at the base of a 
building to strengthen the two walls forming a right angle.  In some 
ancient buildings it was much as twenty feet long and eight feet thick.  
 
The cornerstone decided the architectural unity and symmetry. The 
lay of the walls, the dimensions of the structure were a result of the 
chief cornerstone. All other stones had to be adjusted to it.  It gave 

the building shape and stability. 

 
All other stones had to be adjusted to it…. And in God’s House 
everything must line up with the Chief Cornerstone – who is Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Let me ask you – does your life line up with the life of Jesus? 
 
Hey - I go to Bible Study every week.   
In fact I go twice a week. 
I’m really into the MEAT of God’s Word. 
What more do you want? 
 

1 Peter 2:2 

as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may 

grow thereby 

 

John 4:34 

Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, 

and to finish His work. 

 
But Paul brings up a tension 
 

1Cor. 3:2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you 

were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able; 

 
The tension lies with those who should be nourished with solid food – 
but are not able to receive it.  What is Paul talking about?   
 
The contast is between “milk” – gala and “solid food” – brama.  
Whereas “milk” is a metaphor for the initial truths of salvation - The 



Gr. Word for solid food can also be interpreted as a metaphor for  
“instruction.”  What are instructions?  
 
Instructions are what you read after you’ve messed up putting your 
kids bike together!!! 
 
Instructions are step by step procedures on how to DO something.  
They are steps to obedience – how to obey. 
 
The most you will ever get out of a Bible Study – is MILK.  Maybe it’s 
really good milk.  Maybe it’s really thick cream.  Maybe you prefer 
Skim Milk – but it’s all milk. 
 
It doesn’t become MEAT until you put it into practice in your life – until 
you begin to LINE YOUR LIFE UP with the life of Jesus Christ. 
 

When your life is founded on God’s Word and your life is aligned 

with Jesus – you are immovable. 

 
Now notice what it doesn’t say…. 
 
It doesn’t say founded on a personality 
It doesn’t say founded on a pastor 
It doesn’t say founded on a book of distinctives 
It doesn’t say founded on a denominational affiliation 
 
That’s not to say that there is anything wrong with those things –  
We just need to recognize them for what they are –  
They are the traditions of men –  
They make us feel comfortable -  
But they are not the House of God 
God’s House only has one foundation – God’s Word 
 
2. God’s House Is Fitted In Jesus Christ 
 

Eph. 2:19-21 
19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but 
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 
20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 



Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone, 21 in whom the 
whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the 

Lord 

 
I love this verse – because it takes all the pressure off of me as a 
leader. 
 
Who is building God’s House?  Jesus!!!! 
Who is in charge of putting folks in their place?  Jesus!!!! 
Who is in charge of growing God’s House?  Jesus!!!! 
How freeing is that!!!! 
 
I can’t tell you how much emphasis gets put on the efforts of man 
when it comes to building God’s House. 
 
Well… we need to have lights, plasmas, cool banners, Madonna 
mics, light boxes, stage props, video clips and the works in order to 
“reach this media overloaded generation.”  If we don’t have all this 
stuff then it just won’t happen. 
 
Now don’t get me wrong – I love technology.  I think it’s cool.  I love 
taking stories and seeing them lived out in short films.  I love to see 
all the arts used for the glory of God. 
 

But I think Napoleon Dynamite’s brother had it right…. 
 
I love technology, but not as much as you, you see…. 

 
But when we start looking at God’s House outside the paradigm of 
obedience to the work that God is initiating, that God is doing – then 
we will find ourselves looking to numbers, looking to popular opinion, 
looking to personal desires and ambition and never ask the question 
– is God in this? 
 
Let me ask you a question – What is God’s House to you? 
 
Is God’s House a place you go to? 
Is God’s House an institution that you join? 
Is God’s House a where you go to sing or pray? 



Is God’s House a place to meet friends? 
 
What is to You? 
 
You see – if we could truly grasp what Paul is teaching – it will 
revolutionize your understanding of church.  
 
You see – if church is a place to you – then you will focus on the 
place – you will focus on how cool the place is – does it have cool 
graphics – a cool look – do cool things happen at “your” place. 
 
But if the church is a community.  If it’s a people.  Then you will focus 
on relationship, friendship, fellowship and serving those around you. 
 

One preacher said it like this… 
The church is never a place, but always a people; never a fold but 
always a flock, never a sacred building but always a believing 
assembly.  The church is you who pray, not where you pray.  A 
structure of brick or marble can no more be a church than your 
clothes of cotton or satin can be you.  There is in this world nothing 

sacred but man, no sanctuary of God but the soul. 

 
Jesus Himself is the builder and you and I are “living stones” that are 
being fitted together according to His plan. 
 

Being fitted together pictures the process in Roman construction 
whereby laborers (usually slaves) would turn huge rocks around until 
they fit each other perfectly.  If you’ve done this – you know that 
sometimes you have to rub the two stones together until the rough 
edges are worn down.  In similar fashion, God fits believers together 

into the holy temple He is building for Himself. 

 
Sometimes – this process is frustrating.   
Lord what’s going on?  It seems like I’m always rubbing this person 
the wrong way?   
Or… Lord, why are you moving me around, I like where I was – what 
are you doing?   
Or Lord, I can’t take another meeting with that person – I feel like I’m 
getting worn down!!! 



 
But here is the beautiful thing about this process – as we allow God 
to do the work of chiseling off the rough edges, of smoothing out the 
rough surfaces – Paul says that we grow into the dwelling place of 
God. 
 
The word “grow” is an interesting word – because it not only speaks 
of growing in the sense that we get larger.  But it also speaks of 
growing in the sense that we are augmented or enhanced and that 
collectively we increase and grow greater than we could ever grow 
individually. 
 

The power of we is always greater than the power of me. 

 
Each of us has our place in His House.  I can’t take your place.  Only 
you can take your place.   
 
God doesn’t anoint me doing your job and God does anoint you doing 
someone else’s job. 
 
And if you don’t take your place – God doesn’t give it to someone 
else – it’s just left undone.   
 

EX: Doranne Gause and the Prayer Chain 
Judd Nafzinger and the Evangelism Ministry 

 
One of the worst things I can do as a leader is to think – Oh No!!!!   
I need to fix God’s House. 
Hey Jesus, I know You’re Lord and everything – but maybe we’ve 
slipped Your mind.  I mean You are really busy and all. 
 
The disciples felt the need to replace Judas – they drew lots.  They 
picked Matthias.  It’s the only time in the Bible this man’s name is 
ever mentioned.  But God picked his own replacement.  It was the 
Apostle Paul. 
 
When we rush in and hastily appoint leaders to positions and titles – 
we have to ask ourselves why are we doing that?  Do we not trust 
God to build His house? 



It is Christ Himself that fits us together as a community – growing us 
into the House of God.  Collectively we have the opportunity to 
demonstrate to the world the love of Jesus – but it means that each of 
us has to be willing to align our lives up with Jesus – the Cornerstone.  
To allow God to turn us around, to move us, to grind us together 
sometimes – until He finds the perfect fit. 
 
But here is what happens when we allow Him to build His House…. 
 
He fills it with His Glory!!! 
 
3. God’s House Is Filled With God’s Glory 
 
 

Eph. 2:19-22 
19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but 
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 
20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone, 21 in whom the 
whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling 
place of God in the Spirit. 

 
There are two things to point out here…. 
 
1.  The language changes in vs. 22 from Paul speaking to all us 
collectively being fitted together – to individually being built 
together. 
 
Why would Paul do that? 
 
Because of this truth – there is not one person or ministry or 
denomination or affiliation or organization that can ever say that they 
have the monopoly on God’s  Glory. 
 
We are individually being built together – that means God needs 
every single one of us to reach this world. 
 
He needs our brothers at Capo Valley Baptist Church, He needs the 
Presbyterians, He Needs Capo Calvary, He needs South Shores, 



PCC, He needs us all to be in alignment with our Chief Cornerstone – 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
2.  He wants to make His permanent dwelling place right here 
with us. 
 
I don’t know if you caught it – but Paul just made one of the most 
amazing statements that you will ever hear. 
 

He said…. In whom you also are being built together for a dwelling 
place of God… 

 
Did you just hear what he said? 
 

God is building us together for a dwelling place of God…. 
 
The God who created the heaven and earth 
The God who flung the stars into space from His fingertips 
The God who breathed life into man 
The God who sits on the throne in heaven and is surrounded by the 
angels who sing – Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty 
The God who is beyond comparison, who is beyond comprehension 
The God who is the reigning King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
Who is Alpha and Omega – the beginning and the end 
Who is all powerful, all consuming, all knowing, yet always forgiving 
Ever Faithful, Never Changing, Never Forsaking, Worthy of all Glory, 
Honor and Praise 
 
This God is making His permanent dwelling place in YOU!!! 

 
That makes every one of us a carrier of His Glory!!!! 
 
That should change the way you think 
That should  change the way you live 
That should  change the way you worship 
 
And if it doesn’t -  
 
Then maybe it’s because you really don’t know Him.   



 
Maybe you’ve yet to truly surrender your life to Him. 
You might be someone who comes to church every week – but 
you’ve never allowed Jesus to be the Lord of your life. 
Maybe you’ve got a secret love. 
It could be alcohol, pornography, same sex attraction 
It could be your job – you’re a workaholic 
It could be a relationship you’re playing with in your mind 
Maybe you don’t want to fully surrender yourself because you’re 
afraid of what God might find in you 
 
Can I tell you a secret?  He already knows. 
 
God is building His House 
And His House is strong 
It’s built to last 
It’s built on His Word 
It lines up with Jesus Christ who unites us together 
And He fills us with His Glory 


