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INTRODUCTION:  Turn to Daniel 3 
• In our midweek study we are going through the Book of Daniel verse by 

verse… this week we will be in Chapters 7-9 
• I want to encourage everyone to study the Bible with us 
• One of the major concerns that I have is an increase in number of 

people who don’t know the Bible 
• I believe this is a result of churches who simply do not systematically 

teach through the scriptures 
• Rather they teach topically or they just teach their favorite books 
• Or worse, they quote their favorite celebrity pastor or what they heard on 

the radio or TV… not what they’ve read in the Word 
• I believe that in the days ahead, many will be deceived simply because 

they think they know the Word, but they don’t 
• It’s important that you know the Word for yourself, not just what 

someone tells you… and that goes for what I teach as well 
 
Today I want to look at a story of courage…  
• Not the kind of courage that the world celebrates and gives awards for 
• But real courage…  
• The kind of courage it takes to STAND when you know that it’s not only 

unpopular but dangerous 
• When it could cost you your reputation, your job, even your life 
 
Let’s begin with the story 
• In Chapter 3, King Nebuchadnezzar decides to make an image of 

himself out of pure gold… 90 ft. tall and 9 ft. wide 
• He sets it up in the plain of Dura, just outside the city of Babylon 
• He sends word to all his government leaders and commands them to 

come to the dedication of the golden image of the King 
• While they are gathered, the command is given… when the music starts 

everyone is to fall down and worship the golden image 
• And whoever doesn’t worship the golden image will be cast immediately 

into the firey furnace and burned alive 
 
You could picture the scene 
• There are hundreds of people 
• The band is getting ready… there’s a horn section, flute section, harp 

section, lyre section (for the attorney’s), a choir section… it’s a scene 
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• And as soon as the music starts playing, everyone starts to bow down 
and worship this golden image 

• Everyone except for 3 Hebrews… Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego 
• Immediately a group of Chaldeans reports this to Nebuchadnezzar 
• Now, the Chaldeans don’t like the Hebrews… they’re jealous of them 
• In Chapter 1, the Hebrews refused to eat from the Kings table and they 

were healthier and 10 times more wise than the Chaldeans 
• In Chapter 2, Daniel was able to tell the King what he dreamed and give 

the interpretation, something the Chaldeans couldn’t do 
• So they are looking for a way to get rid of these Hebrews and now they 

have it… so they expose them to King Nebuchadnezzar 
• This makes him angry and he calls for the Hebrews to appear 
 
Daniel 3:13–15 (NKJV)  

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and fury, gave the command to bring 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. So they brought these men before 
the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-Nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the 
gold image which I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready at the time you 
hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with 
all kinds of music, and you fall down and worship the image which I have 
made, good! But if you do not worship, you shall be cast immediately into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you 
from my hands?”  
 
• Nebuchadnezzar offered them a second chance… Maybe you forgot 

how powerful and amazing I am 
• Bow down and worship me and I won’t throw you into the furnace 
 
But notice their response 
Daniel 3:16–18 (NKJV)  

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, 
“O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If 
that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. 18 But if 
not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will 
we worship the gold image which you have set up.”  
 
That’s a statement of faith 
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• We will not serve your gods or bow down to your image 
• Ultimately every compromising situation you face is a power encounter 

between the gods of this world and the One True God 
• Usually it comes in the form of a demand… choose God or choose your 

career… choose to be loyal to God or be loyal to a man 
• And you have a decision to make… do I give in or do I STAND 
• Shadrach, Meshech and Abed-Nego make the decision to stand 
• This greatly upsets the King… it usually does when you choose God 
 
Daniel 3:19–25 (NKJV)  

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and the expression on his face 
changed toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. He spoke and 
commanded that they heat the furnace seven times more than it was 
usually heated. 20 And he commanded certain mighty men of valor who 
were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, and cast 
them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men were bound in their 
coats, their trousers, their turbans, and their other garments, and were cast 
into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 22 Therefore, because the king’s 
command was urgent, and the furnace exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire 
killed those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. 23 And 
these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, fell down bound 
into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.  

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose in haste and 
spoke, saying to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the 
midst of the fire?”  

They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.”  
25 “Look!” he answered, “I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the 

fire; and they are not hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.”  
 
• Now there are several things I want to point out in this story… 
• The first is this… God does not always deliver us from the fire…  
• But He always delivers us through the fire 
• God said in this world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer for I 

have overcome the world 
• When the nation of Israel was facing captivity, the prophet Isaiah 

prophesied to the nation these words 
 
Isaiah 43:2 (NKJV)  
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2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the 
rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you 
shall not be burned, Nor shall the flame scorch you.  
 
Notice God didn’t say if you walk through the fire, but when 
• There are those who preach an incomplete picture of grace and favor 
• They teach that if you’re living in God’s favor or living in His grace life 

will be wonderful, your bank account will grow and blessings will abound 
• Although it’s true that God’s people are blessed, it doesn’t mean that we 

won’t go through the fire 
• What it means is that Jesus will be with us as we are going through the 

fire and even in the fire we will be blessed... notice they weren’t burned 
• I wonder if Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego were quoting from 

Isaiah as they were approaching the flames 
• I don’t know if they were, but I do know this… God didn’t leave them in 

the fire, He brought them through 
• You might be in the middle of a firey trial… God isn’t going to leave you 

in the furnace… He will bring you through 
 
The second is this… the purpose of trials is to free us 
• Notice in vs. 20… There were strong men, men of valor who were 

commanded to bind Shadrach, Meschach and Abed-Nego 
• But I want you to see 2 things that happened when they were thrown 

into the fire 
• First in vs. 22… the strongmen are destroyed by the fire 
• Second in vs. 25… the fire sets the 3 Hebrews free from their bindings 
• What was meant to destroy them, not only sets them free… but it 

destroys the enemy that tied them up 
• That’s how God works… what was meant for evil, He means for good 
 
There are two kinds of firey trials that come into our lives 
• There are firey trials that are the result of our choices 
• They are the consequences for our actions 
 
Ezekiel prophesied to Israel 
Ezekiel 22:19–20 (NKJV)  
19 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Because you have all become dross, 
therefore behold, I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. 20 As men 
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gather silver, bronze, iron, lead, and tin into the midst of a furnace, to blow 
fire on it, to melt it; so I will gather you in My anger and in My fury, and I will 
leave you there and melt you.  
 
• Here we see Israel as a nation being thrown into the fire, not for 

STANDING for their convictions, but for abandoning them 
• So the purpose of this firey trial is deliverance and the goal is holiness 
• You can bring unnecessary suffering into your life by living life your way 

instead of living life God’s way 
• You know the story… God delivered Israel out of Egypt, but they went 

through the wilderness to get Egypt out of them 
• Although it’s not God’s plan for us to go through this kind of trial, He 

takes our mistakes and turns them around for our good… I love that 
 
The second kind of firey trial is the result of our convictions 
• They are the direct result of our faith in Christ 
• The purpose of this kind of firey trial is to proclaim God’s power and the 

goal is for God to be glorified 
 
Peter and John were arrested for preaching the gospel 
Acts 4:2–3 (NKJV)  
4 The Pharisees 2 being greatly disturbed that they taught the people and 
preached in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they laid hands on 
them, and put them in custody.  
 
Paul was beaten and imprisoned for casting a demon out of a girl 
Acts 16:22–24 (NKJV)  
22 Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates 
tore off their clothes and commanded them to be beaten with rods. 23 And 
when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, 
commanding the jailer to keep them securely. 
 
• You know the story, at midnight God breaks Paul and Silas out of jail 

and the Philippian jailer and his family comes to Christ… God is glorified 
• I think of Saeed Abedini, an American pastor who is in an Iranian prison 
• An American citizen beaten and tortured for his faith in Christ 
• The President has yet to make good on his promise to his wife to get 

him released from prison 
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• Yet in spite of this firey trial, I want to read to you the message that he 
sent from his prison cell at Christmas 

 
Dear sisters and brothers, the fact of the Gospel is that it is not only the 
story of Jesus, but it is the key of how we are to live and serve like Jesus. 
Today we like Him should come out of our safe comfort zone in order to 
proclaim the Word of Life and Salvation though faith in Jesus Christ and the 
penalty of sin that He paid on the cross and to proclaim His resurrection. 
We should be able to tolerate the cold, the difficulties and the shame in 
order to serve God. We should be able to enter into the pain of the cold 
dark world. Then we are able to give the fiery love of Christ to the cold 
wintery manger of those who are spiritually dead. 
 
• That’s a man who is in the firey trial for his convictions 
• He may be in an Iranian prison, but he is more FREE than many 

American’s who live with everyday FREEDOM’S 
 
The third is this… Firey Trials bring glory to God 
• When Nebuchadnezzar saw that Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego 

survived the firey furnace… listen to what he says… 
 
Daniel 3:26–29 (NKJV)  

28 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-Nego, who sent His Angel and delivered His servants 
who trusted in Him, and they have frustrated the king’s word, and yielded 
their bodies, that they should not serve nor worship any god except their 
own God! 29 Therefore I make a decree that any people, nation, or 
language which speaks anything amiss against the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-Nego shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be 
made an ash heap; because there is no other God who can deliver like 
this.”  
 
• Sometimes the trials we are going through are for a bigger purpose than 

just our lives… sometimes it’s simply so that God will be glorified 
• Peter said rejoice when you share Christ’s sufferings that you may 

rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed 
• If that’s you, be encouraged because you will see God’s glory revealed 


