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INTRODUCTION:  Turn to Daniel 10 
• This week we finished the Book of Daniel, next is Hosea 
• So you’ll want to read ahead to the next 5 chapters of Hosea 
• But today we are going to be in Daniel 10 
• As we’re wrapping up our series through Daniel, there are two more 

areas that I want to look at 
• Standing In Prayer and The Sure Word of Prophecy 
• Today we are looking at Standing in Prayer and I’ll warn you ahead of 

time.. it’s a thick message, lots of information… my notes will be online 
 
The Book of Daniel is interesting in that it gives us tremendous 
insights on prayer and how to have an effective prayer life 
• It’s almost as if we get a sneak peak, behind the scenes look at what 

happens when we pray 
• It also shows us how to do effective spiritual warfare in prayer 
• You will be surprised to note how simple and yet how powerful our 

prayers can be 
 
By way of introduction… Paul tells us in Ephesians 6 
Ephesians 6:12 (NKJV)  
12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.  
 
• As we said previously, we are in a spiritual battle 
• This battle is against principalities, power, rulers of the darkness of this 

age and spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places 
 
Principalities refer to the primary demons that are assigned to 
specific geographical regions of the world 
• They are called principles meaning they were the first ones there 
• They are responsible for the Geo-Political movements of a world region 

and they work through world leaders 
• Not only are they at war with God, but they are at war with each other 
• If you notice, the moon god has always been worshipped in the region 

surrounding Babylon 
• So you wonder why ISIS is focused on Babylon?  Because Allah, the 

moon god wants the territory back 
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• In the Book of Daniel, two are mentioned:  The Prince of Persia and 
Greece 

 
Powers are demons that rule through authority 
• Authority is the ability to perform an action without hindrance 
• Authority is freely granted through permission or law and these demonic 

rulers affect change through the legal system of nations 
• That is one of the reasons why the goal of every Muslim is to institute 

Sharia law 
• Because once they institute Sharia law, they now have the legal 

authority to act within their laws and do things such as outlawing 
Christianity and Judaism and imposing a penalty of death 

 
The Rulers of The Darkness Of This Age refers to demons who rule 
through influence  
• Their realm of influence is through people in authority and their focus on 

mass communication outlets such as radio, social media, television, 
newspaper, cohorts, networks and movements 

• They influence people towards darkness and attempt to obscure God 
• Their assignment is simply to diminish the influence of God in your life 
 
Spiritual hosts of wickedness are demons that attack people through 
temptation with the goal of destroying God’s work in their lives 
• This is the largest group of demons… Paul calls them spiritual hosts 
• Their job is to lead you into wickedness… which is opposite of living by 

grace through faith in the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus 
• Their job is to conform you into the patterns of the world that bring death 

and separation from God 
• Their primary mode of operation is through lies, deceit, manipulation and 

even physical death 
 
Now in order to defeat these spiritual powers, you need to use 
spiritual weapons 
2 Corinthians 10:3–6 (NKJV)  
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 
4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for 
pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing 
that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into 
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captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6 and being ready to punish all 
disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.  
 
• In other words, we are human – flesh and blood 
• But we don’t fight with our flesh and blood weapons, we fight with God’s 

weapons of which there are 3 that God gives us 
 
First we have the Word of God 
Jeremiah 23:29 (NKJV)  
29 “Is not My word like a fire?” says the LORD, “And like a hammer that 
breaks the rock in pieces?  
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV)  
12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  
 
• Paul of course refers to the Word of God as a Sword 
 
Second we have the Word of our Testimony 
Revelation 12:11 (NKJV)  
11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.  
 
• Your testimony is one of the most powerful weapons you have in your 

arsenal to overcome any attack from the enemy 
• The first reality of your testimony is the blood of the Lamb 
• Your sins are forgiven and you now longer stand in your righteousness, 

but in the righteousness of Christ Jesus 
• The second reality of your testimony is the work of God… your story 
• Everyone relates to a good story and no one can take your story away 
 
Finally we have prayer, which we are going to look at right now 
Daniel 10:12–14 (NKJV)  

12 Then he said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you 
set your heart to understand, and to humble yourself before your God, your 
words were heard; and I have come because of your words. 13 But the 
prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days; and behold, 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left alone 
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there with the kings of Persia. 14 Now I have come to make you understand 
what will happen to your people in the latter days, for the vision refers to 
many days yet to come.”  
 
This is one of the clearest pictures of spiritual warfare in the Bible 
• We know from Chapter 6 that Daniel was a praying man 
• Daniel knelt on his knees three times every day to pray and give thanks 

before God… it was his daily ritual 
• So Daniel gets a vision from God and we’re told that he is troubled by it 
• (Vs. 2) we’re told that he was mourning for three weeks 
• He wanted to understand the meaning and was waiting for God to speak 
• Maybe you know what that feels like to need to hear from God and the 

emotional weight, the pain in your chest as you’re waiting for an answer 
• That’s where Daniel is… for 21 days he’s seeking the Lord, not eating, 

troubled in his heart 
• Finally, a messenger angel appears to Daniel bringing the answer to his 

prayer straight from the throne of God 
• Notice vs. 12 says… From the first day that you set your heart to 

understand, to humble yourself before your God, your words were 
heard; and I have come because of your words. 

• There are four things I want us to see from this verse concerning prayer 
 
First of all I want you to see the promptness of prayer 
• The angel says… from the first day you started praying, your words 

were heard and I have come 
• Now, I want you to let this truth really sink in… God hears and answers 

every prayer the moment you start praying 
• But you say, my prayer isn’t answered  or it seems delayed in coming 

and here we see why… because of spiritual warfare 
• Notice that the angel tells Daniel in vs. 13 that the prince of the kingdom 

of Persia withstood me 21 days 
• So we see that prayers can be delayed due to spiritual warfare 
 
But the Bible gives us other reasons why our prayers are delayed 
• James 4:2 says we don’t have because we don’t ask 
• James 4:3 says our prayers aren’t heard when we ask out of selfishness 
• 1 John 5:14-15 says God doesn’t give us what’s against His will 
• Mark 11:24 says our prayers aren’t answered because we don’t believe 
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• James 5:14 tells us that sometimes we need others to pray for us 
• Psalm 66:18 tells us that if we love sin the Lord doesn’t listen 
• 1 Peter 3:17 says that if a husband mistreats his wife, his prayers aren’t 

heard 
• There are a lot of reasons why prayers are delayed or denied but God 

always answers prayers immediately… YES, NO or WAIT 
 
The second thing I want you to see is the purpose of prayer… 
communication with God 
• The angel tells Daniel when you set your heart to understand, your 

words were heard… Daniel wanted to hear from God 
• For most of us, prayer is the time when we tell God what we need 
• Lord I need help, Lord I need money, Lord I need healing, Lord I need 

you to fix my marriage or fix my kids 
• But prayer is a two way conversation with God and the Bible is clear that 

every single one of us can hear the voice of God 
• Jesus said, my sheep hear my voice 
• You might say… I’ve never heard God speak 
 
Well, there are three main reasons people don’t hear God speak 
• First, they simply don’t believe that God will speak which leads to the 

second reason… they haven’t taken the time to hear His voice 
• If you don’t believe God will speak, then you won’t take the time to listen 
• Of course, the primary way that you develop the ability to listen is by 

studying His Word… it God’s voice speaking to you 
• The third reason that many don’t hear God speak is because they don’t 

want to hear what He has to say 
• Listen, if you don’t want to obey what He’s already said in His Word, why 

would you want to hear anything else that He has to say? 
• I find the ones that clearly hear God’s voice have a love for God’s Word 

and a daily routine of practicing God’s Word 
 
The third thing I want you to see if the position of prayer 
• The angel tells Daniel when you humbled yourself before God, your 

words were heard 
• The Hebrew word here suggests that Daniel was well aware of his lack 

of understanding and this is what drove him to prayer 
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• Daniel was at the end of himself and this brought him to a place where 
he was willing to submit to whatever the Lord said 

• In other words, Daniel’s confidence was not in his ability to understand 
dreams but in God’s ability to reveal 

 
In Ephesians 3:20 Paul writes 
Ephesians 3:20 (NKJV)  

20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that 
we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,  
 
• Paul’s confidence was in God’s power and this dependency on the work 

of the Spirit informed Paul’s prayer life 
• Listen, you can’t fake this… if you are dependent on your own strength, 

wisdom, power, problem solving abilities... you’ll look for God’s 
assistance, but you won’t come with a heart to submit 

• It’s when we recognize that it’s all God… it’s by His power, His might, 
His Word, His Spirit moving and nothing happens without Him 

• They He does exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think 
 
The last thing I want you to see is the persistence of prayer 
• The angel tells Daniel that for 21 days he was battling the angel 
• What was Daniel doing all this time?  He was praying 
• Did Daniel change the way He prayed?  Did He pray spiritual warfare 

prayers?  Did He bind the devil over Persia?  Did He loose the Spirit? 
• NO!  He continued in prayer and of course we see the power of prayer 
• Michael the archangel is dispatched and the messenger angel is able to 

deliver the message to Daniel 
• Notice the angel says… because of your words I have come 
• Daniel just focused on seeking the Lord and God did everything else 
• Remember… WHEN WE REST IN HIM, THE REST IS UP TO HIM 
• Some of you are in a battle for your families… don’t stop praying 
• Be a Daniel and seek to understand what is going on… ask for 

revelation 
• Be ready to act on whatever God tells you to do because He is already 

answering your prayer the moment you start seeking Him 
• But it might not be in your way, at your time, with your resources 
• So you need to be submitted to whatever He desires 
• And we have this confidence that He is working good things in our lives 


