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INTRODUCTION:  GENESIS 39 

• From Genesis 1 to 36, we’ve been studying the origins of some of the 
most prominent beliefs that we hold as followers of Jesus 

• But in Genesis 37 there is a dramatic shift in the narrative 

• From Chapter 37 to the end of Genesis the focus moves away from 
Abraham, Issac and Jacob towards Joseph  

• There are two stories that run parallel with each other 

• The first is how God uses Joseph to deliver Israel from death from 
starvation and to prosper Israel during a time of famine by putting him in 
a place of authority so he can guarantee the safety of his family 

• Joseph is a type of Jesus Christ who is in a position of authority to 
guarantee our safety even though we live in a foreign land that does not 
honor God or His ways 

• The second story is a story of overcoming betrayal and giving 
forgiveness to those who sought to bring Joseph harm... namely his 
family 

• The pinnacle moment is when Joseph faces those who sought to do him 
harm and says... what you meant for evil, God meant for good 

• And it’s from this moment that we derive the title for our Book Series that 
will take us to the end of Genesis... Living The Good Life 

 
That really is the basis for living the Good Life 

• It comes down to a decision that each of us must make 

• You can choose to see what is meant for evil or you can choose to see 
what is meant for good 

 
Paul in writing to the Romans said... 

Romans 8:28–30 (NKJV) 
28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He 
foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, 
that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He 
predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; 
and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 

 

• Every crisis, every victory, every heartache, every joy, failures, defeats, 
successes are all working together, working synergistically to bring out 
what is good, what is the finest quality, what is excellent in you and I 

• God doesn’t put us through hardships to make us grow 



___________________________________________________ ORIGINS 
 

GOVERNED BY GOD © 2019 Holland Davis 

• There are those who believe that... they blame God for their troubles 

• Because they blame God for their troubles it’s hard for them to go to 
God for help because they think He’s the cause of everything 

• God is not the author of our problems... He is the solution 

• The cause of our problems is the world system, demonic powers or 
people who are in rebellion against God (and this includes you and I) 

• Thus God is not the cause of our problems 

• But God foreknows... He knows what we’re going to go through because 
He knows everything about your life, the end from the beginning 

• Because He knows what you’re going to go through He predestines you 
as you go through these hardships to be conformed into the image of 
His Son... to become like Jesus 

• The word predestined is a nautical term and it means to be horizoned 

• It’s like being in the middle of the ocean and everywhere you look you 
see the horizon in the distance but you are surrounded by water 

• That’s what it means to be predestined... everywhere you look, every 
circumstance you go through, every step you take God is working to 
conform you into the image of Jesus 

 
Thus you have a choice to make 

• You can look at it and call it evil and see how everyone is just out to 
make your life miserable OR 

• You can see the hand of God working to “glorify” you 

• What does Paul mean when he says God is glorifying us? 

• The word “glorified” is the Greek word doxa and it means to esteem 
one’s character, nature or attribute 

• What God does is he conforms us into the image of Jesus by 
synergistically working through every good and bad thing we experience 
and then He steps back and says... look at how beautiful you are 

• You are my poema, my workmanship, my masterpiece 

• Look at what I’ve done in you and look at what I can do through you 

• That is why we can’t be bitter against the people who have offended us 

• We can’t be bitter about the problems we’re dealing with 

• Because that person who is out to get you without knowing it God is 
using them to bless you 

• But if you curse them, then you lower yourself to their level and then 
God can use you without you knowing it to bless them 
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Now let me also point out... this is not a universal truth 

• This doesn’t apply to every person on earth, it only applies to those who 
are called according to His purpose 

• It only applies to those who are born again, born of the Spirit 
 

Pastor Chuck tells the story of a family that visited the church and he went 
to their house to welcome them and see if there was anything he could 
pray for them.  He knocked on the door and the husband answered and 
said I’m not letting you into my house.  I have no time for your God.  Chuck 
asked what happened.  The husband said, I have a daughter who died of 
this rare illness and now my only other daughter has it as well.  It was clear 
that he blamed God for taking his daughter from him and for making his 
other daughter sick.  So Chuck asked him... are you serving the Lord?  He 
said No.  Are you a follower of Jesus?  No.  What makes you think God 
owes you anything?  You don’t serve Him.  You don’t follow Him.  Why 
should God help you?   

 

• There are many who have an opinion about God’s job description 

• God has to be nice to everyone 

• God is love and it’s His job to include everyone no matter what they do 
or what they believe because we’re all God’s children 

• God’s job is to make me happy and to keep everything fair 

• When things happen in the world, God gets blamed and people walk 
away saying who wants a God that hates people and makes their life 
miserable 

• I want a god that makes me feel good and understands me 

• But God is only working all things together for good to those who belong 
to Him, who are His kids... and if you’re His kid then He’s working even if 
you don’t feel it or see it... He’s working to reveal what’s good in you 

 
This is the story of Joseph 

• It’s a story of someone who is betrayed by his own family who hated him 
and wanted to kill him 

• Out of their intense hatred, they sell Joseph as a slave and Joseph is 
taken to Egypt where he becomes the second in command next to 
Pharaoh 

• There are several principles we will discover as we go through the story 
of Joseph about Living The Good Life 

• Principles like... Life is unfair but God is always good 
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• God’s path to the Good Life is always different than mine 

• Forgiveness Frees you to live the Good Life and others 
 
But the one I want to focus on today is...  

• Life is unfair but God is always good 

• Everyone of us grows up with a sense of fairness, a sense of justice 

• It’s written into the Constitution of the United States... we hold these 
truths to be self evident that all men are created equal 

• It’s a great idea, but it doesn’t take much time before you realize some 
men are more equal than others because Life is unfair 

 
John F. Kennedy said...  

There is always inequality in life.  Some men are killed in a war and some 

are wounded and some men never leave the country.  Life is unfair.   

 

• And as one person said... it’s unfair that life is unfair 

• No one knows that more than Joseph 
 
In Genesis 37 we read that Israel favored Joseph 

Genesis 37:3–4 (NKJV) 
3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the 
son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many colors. 4 But when his 
brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they 
hated him and could not speak peaceably to him. 

 
Joseph’s story begins long before he’s sold into slavery 

• Of all Israel’s children, Joseph was the favorite son and everyone knew 

• You can see what it does to his brothers 

• In vs. 4 it says they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him 

• Every time Joseph was blessed, they hated him even more 

• In vs. 5 God gives Joseph a dream and they hate Joseph even more 

• In vs. 8 Joseph tells them the dream and they hate Joseph even more 

• In vs. 11 Joseph gets a second dream and it says they were jealous of 
him... it wasn’t fair because they could not see how Joseph’s blessing 
would one day bless them 

• Not only were they short sighted in seeing how Joseph’s blessing would 
bless them, but it robbed them of seeing how God would bless each of 
them individually as Tribes and Together as a nation 
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• That is the problem with hatred and bitterness... it keeps you from 
seeing what God sees 

• It keeps you from enjoying the goodness of God  

• It keeps you focused on what you don’t have and causes you to neglect 
what you do have 

 
After Jesus restores Peter on the shores of the Galilee 

• He tells Peter to feed My sheep and follow me...  

• Jesus also tells him that he will die the death of a martyr 

• Then Peter points to John and asks Jesus... what about John? 

• The reason why Peter asks about John is Jesus said in Matthew 16 
concerning John that he will not taste death before they see the Son of 
Man coming in His kingdom 

• Jesus says to Peter... If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to 
you?  You follow Me. 

• Joseph’s brothers didn’t learn that lesson and at the end of Genesis 37 
Joseph is sold as a slave and taken to Egypt where he is sold to 
Potiphar 

• To make matters worse, they fake the death of Joseph and convince 
Israel that he died a horrible death, being torn apart and eaten by wild 
animals... 

• In Genesis 38, Judah leaves his brothers because he wants nothing to 
do with them or what they’ve done 

• Look at how bitterness, jealousy and hatred can rip apart a family 

• All this bitterness and hatred because they refused to accept that life is 
unfair but God is always good 

 
The next time we find Joseph he’s a slave in Egypt 

Genesis 39:1–6 (NKJV) 
39 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. And Potiphar, an officer of 
Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the 
Ishmaelites who had taken him down there. 2 The LORD was with Joseph, 
and he was a successful man; and he was in the house of his master the 
Egyptian. 3 And his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the 
LORD made all he did to prosper in his hand. 4 So Joseph found favor in his 
sight, and served him. Then he made him overseer of his house, and all 
that he had he put under his authority. 5 So it was, from the time that he had 
made him overseer of his house and all that he had, that the LORD blessed 
the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; and the blessing of the LORD was 
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on all that he had in the house and in the field. 6 Thus he left all that he had 
in Joseph’s hand, and he did not know what he had except for the bread 

which he ate. Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. 

 
Joseph had a decision to make 

• He could become embittered at his brothers for selling him into slavery 

• He could become embittered towards Potiphar for keeping him enslaved 

• Or he could honor God in the midst of his enslavement 

• He chose to honor God and God blesses him and makes him successful 
even in prison... that’s the goodness of God 

• Joseph’s desire to honor God comes out when Potiphar’s wife attempts 
to seduce him into a sexual relationship 

 
But notice Joseph’s response 

Genesis 39:8–9 (NKJV) 
8 But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Look, my master does not 
know what is with me in the house, and he has committed all that he has to 
my hand. 9 There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept 
back anything from me but you, because you are his wife. How then can I 
do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” 

 

• Joseph couldn’t jeopardize the trust of his master or his faith in his 
Creator 

• One of the problems with those who have a sense of entitlement is they 
would take advantage of these opportunities to milk the system for all 
they could get 

• But Joseph has a higher sense of purpose... I am a servant of God and 
as a servant of God how could I do this great wickedness against my 
master who trusts me or my God whom I serve? 

• That’s the difference between Joseph’s brothers and Joseph 

• Joseph’s brothers were blinded by their emotions and unable to see 
their wickedness and I find that to be true 

• When you get to the point where you justify your hatred and bitterness 
towards someone it’s easy to treat them unkindly 

• You feel like you’re giving them what they deserve... they are suffering 
the consequences by your hand 

• Joseph on the other hand is enslaved because of his brothers 
wickedness but he didn’t let what was done to him define him 
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• He wasn’t a slave to Potiphar, a slave to the Egyptian system, a slave to 
his brothers evil... he never stopped being a servant of God 

• If you find yourself feeling less like a servant and more like a slave I 
want to encourage you stop... don’t let the enemy rip you off 

• Don’t let the enemy convince you that your life is out of control and 
you’re at the whim of whatever power is over you 

• You are a child of God, a servant of the King and as a servant of the 
King God is the One directing you and guiding you and like Joseph He 
will bless you and all that you touch... if you allow Him to work 

 
Now if the story had stopped there, it would be a great story 

• But it goes on and Joseph is falsely accused of rape by Potiphar’s wife 
and thrown into prison 

• So he is faced with another decision... do I get bitter or do I surrender 

• Here’s the situation, because it was Potiphar’s wife, he is in an 
indefensible position and the punishment is death 

• But his master favors Joseph and knows his wife, so he puts him in 
prison rather than have him executed... the goodness of God 

• Joseph is put where the king’s prisoners were confined... which was the 
nice part of the prison... the goodness of God 

 

Genesis 39:21–23 (NKJV) 
21 But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and He gave him 
favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 22 And the keeper of the prison 
committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners who were in the prison; 
whatever they did there, it was his doing. 23 The keeper of the prison did not 
look into anything that was under Joseph’s authority, because the LORD 
was with him; and whatever he did, the LORD made it prosper. 

 

• Even though Joseph was in the pit, he didn’t let the betrayal of others 
keep him in the pit 

• He remembered the God who created him is God even in the pit and 
God was with him and wherever God is... life is good 

• You might be in the pits, you’re not alone... God is with you and He 
wants you to know how to live the good life even when you’re in the pits 

• It comes from remembering who you are and who He is 

• You are His child, His favored one and He is the One who Created you 
which means He knows you and He knows how to bless you 

• Life is unfair, but God is always good... let Him show you His goodness 


