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INTRODUCTION:  GENESIS 35 
 
The most significant moment in Jacob’s life occurs in Genesis 32:28 

Genesis 32:28 (NKJV)  
28 And He said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for 

you have struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed.”  

 

• God changes Jacob’s identity from being a supplanter, an opportunist 
who takes advantage of someone’s weakness to seize their position, 
power and property  

• To being someone who is governed by God (one of the definitions for 
Israel) 

• If you want to understand the details of this passage, I would encourage 
you to attend our midweek study where we go verse by verse through 
the Bible or you can download the study notes from our website 

 
This change of identity is restated in Genesis 35 

Genesis 35:10–12 (NKJV)  
10 And God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; your name shall not be called 
Jacob anymore, but Israel shall be your name.” So He called his name 
Israel. 11 Also God said to him: “I am God Almighty. Be fruitful and multiply; 
a nation and a company of nations shall proceed from you, and kings shall 
come from your body. 12 The land which I gave Abraham and Isaac I give to 
you; and to your descendants after you I give this land.”  

 

• Jacob is a man through whom the purposes of God will be accomplished 

• God says... through you a nation and a company of nations will come 

• Kings will come from your body... in fact, the King of all Kings will come 
from your body... Jesus, the savior of the world 

• The land promised to Abraham and Isaac will be given to you and your 
descendants... the land which would be named after Israel 

• But Jacob had one great weakness... himself 

• Jacob is his own worst enemy because Jacob believes his success is 
predicated on his opportunistic ability to take advantage of people’s 
weaknesses in order to get the upper hand 

• He believes he has to charm, to flatter, to strategize, to scheme, to 
outsmart his opponents in order to protect his interests 
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• He’s completely unaware of God’s Presence in his life and thus Jacob 
relies on his own power, his own perspective on how to handle the 
problems he faces in life 

• That is the definition of relying on the “arm of the flesh” 

• It’s when I rely on my own strength to battle through life 

• It’s when I rely on my own perspective and thus I have to strategize and 
scheme the demise of others so I can expand my wealth and influence 
because as we read in scripture... there isn’t always room for both of us 

• One of us has to go and it’s not going to be me... so I have to discredit, 
weaken and take advantage of the failings of those who stand in my way 
so I can push them out and take their place 

 
Jacob’s problem wasn’t that he didn’t believe in God 

• Jacob’s problem was he believed in God second, himself first 

• In Genesis 32 Jacob is facing a crisis in his life 

• In many ways, his past has finally caught up to him 

• He’s just departed from his father in law and the relationship between 
them is severely strained  

• A line is drawn in the sand and a pillar of rocks is set up on the line with 
an agreement that neither party will cross the line 

• There is no turning back for Jacob... only going forward 

• His servants have just returned with the news that his brother Esau (who 
was planning to kill him after the death of their father) is on his way to 
meet Jacob with 400 men 

• Jacob is so scared that he even prays... for Jacob prayer wasn’t a first 
resort, it was a last resort 

• He reminds God of all the things God promised to do 

• He’s trying to convince God as to why God needs to help him 

• He even admits that he doesn’t deserve anything from God 

• But he confesses his fear of his brother Esau and asks God to rescue to 
him... and then he plots and plans to change his brother’s mind before 
he gets to Jacob 

 
You ever done that? 

• Pray prayers to convince God to help you... give him all the reasons why 
He should help you... even admit you don’t deserve His help 

• And then go back to trying to figure out things as if God didn’t exist? 
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• In fact, Augustine said... we are pray as if everything depends on God, 
work as if everything depends on you 

• But as we looked at last time... prayer is the work, prayer is where the 
battle is won and when prayer is our first resort... it is from a place of 
prayer that God directs us and leads us to victory over our enemies 

 
But Jacob hasn’t learned this yet 

• He is stilled governed by Himself and as a last resort he divides his 
family and possessions into 2 groups  

• He sends one away and brings one with him to meet Esau 

• After getting his family settled, he spends the night alone to get some 
rest before the big showdown with his brother 

• As Jacob is trying to sleep, a mysterious man appears and wrestles with 
Jacob all night long... he doesn’t sleep and the last thing he was 
counting on it taken from him 

• When the morning comes, the man sees that Jacob will not give up and 
he cripples Jacob by delivering a painful blow to his hip and now Jacob’s 
last resort is taken away... he can’t run from Esau 

• It’s at this point that Jacob finally breaks... he’s come to the end of 
himself 

• He is tired, worn out, no sleep and now he can’t run 

• Jacob grabs the angel and the angel says the sun is coming up, let me 
go 

• Jacob says... I will not let you go unless you bless me 
 
Now this sounds like Jacob’s in control... he’s making demands 

• He’s ordering the man to bless him or he won’t let him go 

• That’s when the man tells him your name will no longer be called Jacob 
but Israel... ruled by God 

• But in order to fully understand what is going on, we must turn to Hosea 
 
Hosea writes concerning Jacob 

Hosea 12:3–5 (NKJV)  
3 He took his brother by the heel in the womb, And in his strength he 
struggled with God. 4 Yes, he struggled with the Angel and prevailed; He 
wept, and sought favor from Him. He found Him in Bethel, And there He 
spoke to us—5 That is, the LORD God of hosts. The LORD is His memorable 
name.  
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• Hosea tells first of all who the mysterious man was... the Lord God of 
Hosts is his memorable name (this is a pre-birth appearance of Jesus) 

• But Hosea also tells us how Jacob prevailed with God and man... it says 
he wept and sought favor from Him 

• It wasn’t that Jacob was in control... I will not let you go until you bless 
me! 

• It was because Jacob came to the end of himself... please don’t go 
without blessing me 

• He reached his limit, he came to the breaking point 

• My life is no longer governed by my plans, my cleverness, my will, my 
desires, my strength... it’s not working 

• I must surrender to God and unless God blesses me my life is over 
 
Every one of us reaches a point of crisis in our life 

• No matter how clever you are, how resourceful you are 

• You will face circumstances that are beyond your ability to control 

• You will come to a place where you have to reach out for help 

• Your awareness of God’s presence in your life will determine where you 
reach out for help 

• Some reach for a bottle of wine 

• Our culture has glorified the “mommy juice” mentality 

• It’s the new Mommy’s Little Helper 

• As one social media post said... you deserve an alcoholiday 

• We were at a mega-church where the children’s director told us every 
day after a stressful day at work he has a couple glasses of wine to 
unwind  

• Let me interpret that for you... I have to have 2 glasses of wine to 
destress from talking to your kids about Jesus 

• Some turn to legalized drugs to chill out after a hard day at work 

• They are following the advice of Timothy Leary who said... Turn on, tune 
in and drop out 

• Some turn to the pursuit of pleasure which includes working out, fine 
dining and other activities to bring a momentary sense of relief from the 
stress of life 

• Some believe the only solution to their problems is suicide 

• According to the CDC, suicide is the leading cause of death in the US 

• But those who reach out to the Lord for help realize the Lord has been 
waiting for them the whole while 
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• That’s what Jacob experienced with God in Genesis 35 
 
I want to point out # principles from vs. 10-12 

• First I want you to notice vs. 10 

• The first thing God does is remind Jacob of who he is 

• Jacob, your name is no longer Jacob, it’s Israel 

• One of the hardest things for believers to grasp is their identity in Christ 

• How many of us have heard preachers say... I’m just a sinner saved by 
grace... as a misquote of Paul’s admission... I am the chief of sinners 

• Yet the Bible says... I am the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus (2 
Corinthians 5:21) 

• Christians live with a deep underlying sense of guilt and shame and yet 
the Bible says there is therefore now no condemnation to those who are 
in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1) 

• Many believers are more conscious of their sin than they are of the 
Presence of God and like Jacob they have set their mind on the things 
of the flesh 

• But the Bible says... those who live according to the Spirit set their 
minds on the things of the Spirit (Romans 8:5) 

• I’ve heard Christians say... I’m in the flesh and yet the Bible says you 
are not in the flesh but in the Spirit if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in 
you (Romans 8:9) 

• In order to be governed by God... you need to see yourself the way God 
sees you... not as the world sees you, not as your family sees you, not 
as you see yourself... but as God sees you 

• This is where repentance is appropriate 

• Repentance means to change your mind and change your direction 

• It doesn’t mean to feel convicted of sin and ask God to forgive you 

• It means to stop seeing yourself one way and start seeing yourself the 
way God sees you 

• To stop being a slave to the opinions of others, the opinions of culture 
and to start living as a free man or woman in Christ 

• It means to start seeing yourself as loved by God, favored by God, 
accepted in the beloved 

 
The Second thing God does is remind Jacob of who He is 

• Vs 11 He says... I AM God Almighty (Ani El Shaddai) 

• He is the I AM... the eternally existent One 
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• Before Abraham was... I AM 

• I AM the beginning and I AM the end... in other words, I AM the One 
who knows your past and I AM the One who guarantees your future 

• Not only am I the eternal God, but I am the omnipotent God 

• El Shaddai speaks of the God who is unequaled in power 

• There is nothing in existence that is more powerful than God 

• Whatever crisis you’re facing, I am more powerful than your crisis 
 
Now apply it today.... 

• Because of the wickedness of our leaders, the untrustworthiness of our 
educational system and our system of law, the self-destructiveness of 
world powers there is a general anxiety about the future around the 
world 

• Along with this general anxiety is a general sense of helplessness... 
what can I do about it?  How can I change things? 

• This is giving rise to a generation that is determined to change the world 
through social activism because they believe previous generations have 
led their world into certain doom 

• Unfortunately, their focus is on global climate change... not world 
poverty, not oppressive governments, not unjust laws, not human sex 
trafficking or spiritual deception 

• As one protester said... I want to feel safe but how can I feel safe when I 
know we are in the greatest crisis in human history 

• When I was a kid it was the book Future Shock that predicted the end of 
world because of the out of control population explosion and an 
exploding industrial revolution that would turn humans into machines 

• This spawned a whole genre of doomsday movies with people turning to 
cannibalism as a way to end world hunger like the movie Soylent Green 
or movies like the Terminator where machines take over humanity 

• Interesting to note, for those who wanted to escape the rapid devolution 
of society... people began exploring euthanasia and assisted suicides 

• If there is a message that the world needs to hear now it’s the message 
God gave to Jacob... I AM God Almighty 

• I AM the eternal God and my power is more powerful than any global 
crisis you face  

• And yet it still comes down to one basic decision... will you trust me 

• Those who trust in the Lord will not be moved, those who do not trust in 
the Lord live on shaky ground 
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The third thing God does is remind Jacob of his assignment 

• Vs. 11 Be fruitful and multiply because nations and kings will come from 
you 

• Jacob, this crisis you’re facing... it’s not your job to fix the crisis 

• This problem that is robbing you of sleep, this desperation to be blessed, 
to have security in this life, to have a safe place to live, to have money in 
the bank... it’s not your job to make that happen 

• It’s your job to be fruitful... in order words to make babies and increase 
your numbers by making babies 

 
As Christians... it’s not my job to fix America 

• It’s not my job to make America Great Again or to plan for future 
generations... it’s my job to make babies, to make spiritual babies 

• This is the lesson of history... what saved America in the 60’s wasn’t a 
politician, wasn’t Martin Luther King, wasn’t the war because capitalism 
is driven by a military economy... it was the Jesus Movement 

• So many people came to Christ, people of influence with world power 
that it changed the spiritual landscape of the world and that changed the 
political landscape of the world 

• It wasn’t Jacob’s gifts that changed Esau’s heart, it was God working 
behind the scenes to bring 2 brothers back together 

• If we want to see change in our nation and in our world... that change is 
only going to come when you and I stop trying to overcome life in our 
own power... but surrender completely to God and to be led by the Spirit 

• And we love people enough to tell them about Jesus... when you start 
doing that your world will change... your family, your city, your state, this 
nation... it will change because only God has the power to change 

 
The fourth thing (quickly) God does is remind Jacob of the promise 

• Vs. 12 I will give you and your descendants the land 

• What you do with it... it’s up to you... but my promise remains 

• If we could only grasp that... God has spoken 

• He’s revealed what our future is... if we could only rest in His Word we 
would be more effective in reaching our world for Jesus 

• We know we have a future with Him 

• We know the hardships in this world are momentary in light of eternity 

• The question is... do you believe it?  Are you resting in it?  Or are you 
living in the anxiety, the fear of an uncertain future 

• As long as we are governed by God, our future will always be secure 


