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Power To Change The World 

 

INTRO: 

Tony Blair in his speech to the 2001 Labour Party Conference said the 
power of community can change the world. 

Nelson Mandela said that Sport has the power to change the world… to 
inspire… to unite people in a way that little else does. 

Every University Graduation Address that will be given this June will tell a 
new group of graduating students that they have the power to change the 
world. 

 

While John Mayer echoes the sentiment in the hearts of many people in 
our culture when he says… we see everything that’s going wrong with the 
world and those who lead it.  We just feel like we don’t have the means to 
rise above and beat it.  So we keep waiting on the world to change. 

 
Following the crucifixion of Jesus, the disciples were devasted.  Their 
hopes for a new and better world came crashing to an end.  Peter who 
declared that He would never leave Jesus denied Him three times.  All the 
disciples ran for their lives when Jesus was arrested in the Garden of 
Gethsemane.  But after they met the resurrected Christ… they were 
radically changed and their changed lives changed the world. 

 

What changed their lives?  What took this ordinary group of people and 
transformed them into an extraordinary force of change that literally turned 
the world upside down.  Something happened that made them different.  
Something happened that made them fearless in the face of death.  
Something or someone gave them the power to change the world. 

 

My prayer for us is that we will discover that same power in our lives as we 
look at how God takes a bunch of regular guys and uses them to overturn 
the culture of the world and to introduce a new culture – A Jesus Culture. 
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Luke, the author of Acts, picks up the story post-resurrection as he is 
writing to his friend Theophilus. 
1 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to 
do and teach, 2 until the day in which He was taken up, after He through 
the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom He had 
chosen, 3 to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by 
many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking 
of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. 

 
Luke tell us that the resurrected Jesus presented Himself alive after His 
suffering by many infallible proofs.  What does he mean – infallible proofs. 

− An infallible proof is something that is plainly and widely known.  It is too 
obvious to be doubted. 

 

Paul records that over 500 eyewitnesses saw Jesus post resurrection 
3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that 
He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He was 
seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that He was seen by over five 
hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, 
but some have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen by James, then by 
all the apostles. 8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born 
out of due time.  1 Corinthians 15:3-8 

 
Josephus, a Secular Jewish Historian from the first century wrote 
this: 

Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him 
a man; for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as 
receive truth with pleasure.  And when Pilate had condemned him to the 
cross, upon his impeachment by the principal man among us, those who 
had loved from the first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive 
on the third day, the divine prophets having spoken these and thousands of 
other wonderful things about him. 
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So we have the testimony of over 500 eyewitnesses.  We have the 
testimony of Luke, a historian and scholar.  We have the testimony of 
Josephus, a non-biased historian.  MANY INFALLIBLE PROOFS. 

 
What I find interesting is what is important to Jesus post resurrection.  
Let’s take a look at what Jesus is focused on. 
4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to 
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” 
He said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but 
you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 
Wait for the Promise of the Father which you have heard from Me – 
referring back to John 16 where Jesus says… 
5 “But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, 
‘Where are You going?’ 6 But because I have said these things to you, 
sorrow has filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your 
advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come 
to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. 8 And when He has come, He 
will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 of sin, 
because they do not believe in Me; 10 of righteousness, because I go to My 
Father and you see Me no more; 11 of judgment, because the ruler of this 
world is judged.  

 
I don’t know about you, but I often think… wow how amazing that must 
have been.  If I could have only seen Jesus like they did.  If I could have 
only heard the words for myself like they did.  I would have changed the 
world too. 
 
Before you elevate these guys to sainthood – I want you to check out 
how they respond to what Jesus has just told them. 

Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, 
will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He said to them, 
“It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His 
own authority. 
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Now… imagine for a moment… you’re one of the disciples… 

− You’ve been close to Jesus for 3 years. 
− You’ve heard all His messages, seen Him perform miracles 
− You saw Him die, you saw Him buried in a tomb 
− And now He is standing in front of you – HE IS REALLY ALIVE 
− Jesus says – Wait here, I’m going to Baptize you in the Holy Spirit 
− The disciples get together and have a “holy huddle” 
− This is what they come back to Jesus with… so, um, Jesus – now that 

you’re super charged with resurrection power… are you going to over 
throw the Romans and set up your Kingdom now? 

− What does Jesus say – are you serious? 

 
He basically ignores their question and He says to them… 
8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth.” 

 
You will receive life changing power.  This power that Jesus said they 
would receive is…  

− The POWER to perform miracles 
− The POWER and influence that comes from God’s riches and wealth 
− It speaks of moral POWER that strengthens the excellence of the soul 
− It is POWER in action – the POWER to do mighty works for God 
− And this POWER is the POWER to CHANGE THE WORLD. 

 
I love the Greek – because it says so much. 

− The disciples were talking about grabbing power in this life – Lord are 
you going to restore the kingdom to Israel. 

− Jesus says – that’s none of your business, That’s God’s business,  
− But you GRAB this POWER when it comes upon you – the Holy Spirit – 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the 
end of the earth. 
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The Word receive is not a passive word – just kind of let it happen.   

− The Word receive means to grasp it, take hold of it, accept it, choose it, 
select it. 

− There is a misunderstanding in the Church based on a fatalistic view of 
the scriptures that is the result of a faulty view of the sovereignty of God. 

− It’s all up to God… I have no choice… if He wants it to happen it will 
happen. 

− Jesus says… take hold of it. 
− The principle is this – God pours out His Spirit, His blessing, His power 

in our lives… but we need to receive His power. 

 

EX:  Imagine sitting in a dark room.  Someone walks into the room and 
sees you sitting there and says… why don’t you turn on the light?  Well, I’m 
just kind of open to whatever the Lord wants to do.  If He wants to bring 
light into the room, then I’m ready to receive it.  I’m just kind of waiting on 
Him.  How weird would that be?  The power is there, all you need to do is 
turn on the switch. 

 

Jesus doesn’t give us power just so we can fall on the ground or 
shake like a leaf – He gives us power with purpose… to be a witness. 

 
9 Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was 
taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And while they 
looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood 
by them in white apparel, 11 who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into 
heaven.” 

 

One day Jesus is coming back soon.  In like manner – taken up in the 
clouds – He will return.  We who are in Christ will be caught up…. 
Raptured… to meet Jesus in the air and we will return with Him. 
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12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 
near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey. 13 And when they had entered, 
they went up into the upper room where they were staying: Peter, James, 
John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James 
the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James. 14 
These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication,[b] with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. 

 
So they started out doing well – doing just what Jesus had said.  But 
then Peter stands up… 

15 And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples 
(altogether the number of names was about a hundred and twenty), and 
said, 16 “Men and brethren, this Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 
Spirit spoke before by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became 
a guide to those who arrested Jesus; 17 for he was numbered with us and 
obtained a part in this ministry.”  

18 (Now this man purchased a field with the wages of iniquity; and falling 
headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his entrails gushed out. 19 
And it became known to all those dwelling in Jerusalem; so that field is 
called in their own language, Akel Dama, that is, Field of Blood.) 
 

20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms: ‘ Let his dwelling place be 
desolate, and let no one live in it’; and, ‘Let another take his office.’ 
 

21 “Therefore, of these men who have accompanied us all the time that the 
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of 
John to that day when He was taken up from us, one of these must 
become a witness with us of His resurrection.”  

23 And they proposed two: Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed 
Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You, O Lord, who 
know the hearts of all, show which of these two You have chosen 25 to 
take part in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas by 
transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.” 26 And they cast their 
lots, and the lot fell on Matthias. And he was numbered with the eleven 
apostles. 
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So we see men making decisions without the anointing of the Holy Spirit… 

1. They were still clueless 
2. Peter – taking scripture out of context and using it to build his case 
3. They basically pray… Lord bless our plans.  Here’s our two guys – pick 

one.  As we find out later, God had his pick – Saul of Tarsus or Paul. 
4. What a difference we will see – living by the power of the Spirit or living 

by the power of our own flesh. 

 

 


