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Welcome to our October 
issue! With only two 
months to go before 
December, 

we understand a lot of 
you are working hard 
at !nalizing your 
Christmas service plans. 
For many, this may 
include purchasing new 
equipment, or renting 
speci!c pieces of gear 
to augment your plans. To 
help, starting this month, we will 
be including speci!c instructions to 
help you research and !nd di"erent 
products. For example, in our ‘Bene!ts 
of Laser Projection’ article, we include 
speci!c directions on how to !nd 
di"erent projectors that !t within the 
parameters you need in the Search It 
Up AVL Directory. 

In future issues, we will include 
hints for !nding Audio, Video, 
Lighting, Rigging, Power Distro, 
Special FX and Expendables gear, 
and include a brief overview of how 
to maximize the bene!t of the app, 
whether it’s !nding the nearest reseller 
or rental house, or drilling down on 
the keyword search to pull up only the 
information you want. Remember, this 
is a free app – and it currently features 
over 55,000 AVL products, so it’s one 
you should have in your arsenal. You 
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Check out our online directory at  
www.tfwm.com/directory and make sure to 
download our all new AVL Resource Guide, 
Search It Up!, available now in the iTunes and 
Google Play stores, free of charge.

Links are available at   
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/search-it-up/
id1463931159 and https://play.google.com/store/
apps/details?id=com.tfwm

can !nd the link to download it to 
either your Apple or Android device at 

https://searchitup.directory/crescit-
search/.

Along with the 
projection article 
mentioned above, this 
month’s issue also 
features a Tech Spotlight 
on First Baptist Church 

Muskogee, reviews 
for Yamaha’s CP-88 

keyboard, Audiotechnik’s 
VUE 16 Line Array System 

and the 4097 Choir Mic from DPA 
Microphones. Out of the Box previews 
Matrox QuadHead2Go Series, the 
Videohub Smart Control Pro from 
Blackmagic Design and Mic Finder™ 
from Point Source Audio. We also look 
at Embracing Multiple Video Walls, 
Wireless Control via DMX, Cameras 
for the Portable Church, Recording 
Your Worship Band’s Original Music 
and the Best Plugins for FOH and 
Broadcast, to name just a few.

If your church recently added a new 
piece of equipment to worship, let us 
know about it – do you like it? Is it 
doing what you expected? Are you able 
to use it in ways you hadn’t anticipated? 
We would love to talk to you about 
doing a review. Email me at dk@tfwm.
com, and let’s talk! In the meantime, 
thanks for reading! T

DARRYL KIRKLAND
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REVIEW

Like every product I review, I like to take it out of 
the box and see what I can do before I read the 
instructions. To be completely honest with you... 
the Yamaha CP-88 blew me away. It does everything 

you need in a worship setting. I’m no stranger to previous 
versions of the CP-88 (like the Stage Piano CP-33), but this 
one has some amazing features that are completely intuitive 
to use and easy to create layered textures that make this 
keyboard a serious contender for modern worship teams. 
I found myself going... wow I can do this... and oh I can do 
that... and I can layer this synth pad... and that distorted 
keyboard sound I just spent $ 50.00 to buy can be created by 
hitting this button and wow... I can... well you get the idea. 
I also LOVED the feel of the keys. I own a Young Chang 
7 foot grand piano and it sounds great. But I also love the 
natural acoustic sound of the CP-88. Yamaha is the leader in 
creating an experience for keyboard players that reproduces 
the sound and feel of playing an acoustic piano. It allows me 
as an artist to dig into the dynamic nuances of emotion that 
pianos are known to produce. !is keyboard had my creative 
juices "owing immediately and that rarely happens for me.

A SOUND DESIGN STATION
First I should go through the sound layout. It’s divided 

into 3 sections marked Piano, E Piano and Sub. Each section 
has it’s own volume and tone control so you can create your 
own unique blend of sounds. Each section lets you choose 
what octave you want to play in and gives you a 5-octave 
spread to choose from. Each section has it’s own e#ects that 
are slightly di#erent in each section. For instance, the piano 
section has a choice of compression, distortion, drive or 
chorus. Although you can’t use all the e#ects at once, you 

can use them 
very e#ectively 
to create the popular 
distorted or highly 
compressed piano sound 
that appears on the most 
popular worship recordings today. 
!e 3 concert grand pianos that are 
featured in the CP-88 are the Yamaha 
CFX, Yamaha S700 and the Bosendorfer 
Imperial 290. For those who don’t know what 
a Bosendorfer Piano is, think Let It Be by the 
Beatles. One of the best recorded piano sounds in 
the world at your $ngertips. It also features 2 upright 
pianos... the Yamaha U1 and the Yamaha SU7 as well as 
the CP-80 (think Hall and Oates) and their popular Piano/
Strings or Piano/Synth patches. Yamaha has a long tradition 
of providing one of the most realistic “live” piano sounds in 
an electronic keyboard. My favorite sounds were the concert 
grands, especially the Bosendorfer and the Piano/Synth 
patch. !e Piano/Synth has that warm analog synth of the 
Spirit sound.

!e second section is the E Piano Section. You can select 
from 4 banks of sounds... !e Fender Rhodes sound, the 
Wurlitzer, the Clavinet and the classic Yamaha DX sounds. 
Under each bank of sound are anywhere from 2 to 6 choices 
of patches... My favorites were the Rhodes and the classic 
DX sounds. But here is what makes this more than just a 
keyboard but an on the "y sound design workstation... the 
e#ects section. You can select between 6 e#ects... Auto Pan, 
Tremolo, Ring Modulator, a Wah e#ect that is tied into 
your playing dynamics, a Wah e#ect that is tied into an 

REVIVE THE SOUND
OF YOUR WORSHIP TEAM
WITH THE
YAMAHA  
CP-88
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piano and a classic Yamaha C7 piano which is one of the 
most recorded piano sounds in the world. Yamaha is also 
encouraging innovators to share their sounds for FREE 
through the Soundmondo.com website.

Now there are a couple of design features that I absolutely 
love. I love the fact that there are no wheels on the keyboard. 
!ere is a pole/stick that operates like a wheel, but much 
more responsive. I also love the fact that you can plug a 
xlr cable directly into the keyboard without a direct box. I 
would suggest using an xlr cable with a 90° end so the cable 
hangs down.

THE BOTTOM LINE IS... DO I 
RECOMMEND THE YAMAHA CP-88?

So here’s full disclosure. I’ve been looking to purchase 
another keyboard. It’s a brand that is super popular right 
now. It’s in all the major worship videos on YouTube. It’s 
an attractive red color. But it retails around $ 4500.00. I 
recently played an event where I had the opportunity to 
use the pretty red keyboard and honestly, I had a hard time 
getting what I needed. It had a great piano sound, but it was 
not intuitive and di"cult to #nd the kind of sounds I was 
looking for. However, the Yamaha CP-88 was easy to use, 
sounded better for my purposes and felt great to play. Plus 
the retail for the CP-88 is only around $ 2500.00. As a result 
this review my purchasing decision has been made. I need a 
Yamaha CP-88. T

Holland Davis is a teaching pastor, veteran worship 
leader, composer of the award winning song Let 
It Rise and the author of a book entitled “Let It 
Rise: A Manual For Worship.” He is the Senior 
Pastor of Calvary Chapel San Clemente and CEO of 
worshipsong.com. You can follow him on twitter or 
instagram @hollanddavis

expression pedal or a stereo compressor. You can also add 
chorus, $ange and a phase shi%er. Lots of options to shape 
your sound “live.”

!e third section is the SUB Section. You can select 
from 4 banks of sounds... Pads/Strings, Organ, Chromatic 
Percussions and additional sounds like Synth Lead, Bass, 
Guitar and Brass. Again, what makes this a killer sound 
design station is the e&ects section. It gives you the choice 
of chorus/$ange, rotary speaker, tremolo or distortion. All 
of which can be adjusted for depth and speed. I loved the 
Mellow Pad and Warm Strings patches to add underneath 
the sound (SUB).

OVERALL CUSTOMIZATION
Let’s say you get the perfect blend of sounds but it still 

needs something. You can EQ the entire sound you’ve 
created. You can also add delay or reverb to one or all 
sections and in the delay section you can choose between 

analog or digital delay. Here’s another cool part... you can 
save up to 160 custom sounds for performance (20 

banks of 8 sounds). It comes with 88 factory 
programmed sounds. You can also back 

them up to a USB $ash drive for 
safe keeping.

For those who like 
to carry your 

custom 

sounds 
in your 

laptop and play 
them through Main 

Stage or Ableton Live, you 
can connect any laptop to the 

CP-88 via USB. I’m in this category 
since I already spent a small fortune on 

sounds. !ere are just a few steps to follow 
such as using a USB 2.0 cable, not a 3.0 cable, 

plugging in the computer before you turn on the keyboard 
and only open the application you are using, don’t have other 
applications open.

FUTURE TECHNOLOGY?
!e Yamaha CP-88 comes with the ability to add new 

sounds. In fact, the newest content pack contains a vintage 
1967 tine electric piano, a new “character-rich” reed electric 
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